HORSE PURCHASE CHECKLIST
Horse Information - General:
Name ___________________ Age ___ Breed _____________ Sex ___ Height ___ Color __________ Registered? ___

Training: __________________________________ Experience: _____________________________ Rider Level: _____

Clips ___ Ties ___ Trailers ___ Does Trails ___ Does Arena ___ Jumps? ______________________________________
Bucks __ Kicks __ Bites __ Rears __ Cribs __ Weaves __ Roars__ Other Vices? ________________________________
Has any person been injured by this horse? _____________________________________________________________
Asking Price: $____________ Negotiable? ___ 1-Week Trial? ___ Photo/Video Available? ___

Horse’s Medical History:

Vet’s Name ____________________________________ Phone #: _________________Date Last Vetted ___________

Teeth Floated? ___ Wormed? ___ West Nile? ___Vaccinations? _____ Acupunture, Etc? _________________________
Hock Injections? _____________________Any Other Treatments? ___________________________________________

Soundness Issues? ________________________________________________________________________________

Past Illnesses? ____________________________________________Old Injuries/Scars? ________________________
Feed: _________________________ Supplements? _______________ Maintenance? __________________________
Shoer’s Name ___________________________ Date Last Shod __________ Type of Shoes _____________________ 

Owner Information:

Owner’s Name ____________________________________ Phone #S (_____)____________/(_____)______________ 
Address: _______________________________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________
When/Where to See Horse:________________________________________________ Have Arena? __  Have Tack? __

Why are you Selling Horse? __________________________________________________________________________

Have Papers? __________ Have Vet Records? ________  Can I Have Them?__________________________________
Seller’s Signature ______________________________________  Date _____________________________________
Buyer Examination:

Feet & Legs: ______________________________________________________ Conformation: ___________________ 

Lumps, Bumps, Scars? _____________________________________________________________________________

Describe Walk, Trot, Canter, Jump:____________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________________________________
Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes to Buyer:

A:
Ask lots of questions:  Assume that a seller will not volunteer anything unless specifically asked about it.  

B:
Ask the Seller to fill out the Checklist and sign it while you look over the horse.
C:
When you check the horse out, do not be blinded by love at first sight: Always assume the worst.

1. If the horse spooks, even once, it is a spook.  

2. If it trips, it’s a tripper.
3. If the horse doesn’t load easily, it doesn’t load. 

4. If the horse is difficult to handle, it has bad ground manners.
D:
Run your hands all over the horse’s head and body:  Note any bumps or scars.  Note the horse’s behavior: A well-trained horse will not mind being touched.  

E:
Examine the horse’s stall for signs of damage, fighting, chewing, cribbing, weaving, pacing, digging.  
1. What is the condition of the corral?  
2. What kind of waterer does the horse drink from?  
3. What kind of feeder is used?

F:
Consider where you will be moving your new horse.  

1.
Will he be able to adjust to his new corral and stablemates?

2.
Will the feed and water be okay for him?

3.
Will the footing be okay for him?

4.
Will he be safe in the new environment?  

5.
Will the kids and horses at the new stable be safe around him?
6.
Will he need to be quarantined?  

G:
DO NOT PAY for the horse until the following has been done:

1. Horse loads in trailer satisfactorily.

2. Horse has passed the vet check.

3. You have horse‘s papers, vet records, and everything else that was agreed to, IN YOUR HAND.

4. You have a completed and signed Bill of Sale.

H:
Consider whether you want to do a vet check prior to purchase.  This is strongly recommended.

I:
Consider whether you want to take the horse on trial.  This is strongly recommended.

